
Planning Commission Agenda 
City Hall - 621 11th Street 

Tuesday, August 14, 2018 at 7:00 PM 

We May Disagree, But We Will Be Respectful of One Another. All Comments Will Be Directed 
to the Issue at Hand, and Addressed to the Commission. Personal Attacks are Unacceptable. 

 

Opening/Flag Salute/Roll Call   
 
Approval of Minutes- July 10, 2018  
 
Oral Comments from the Public  
Members of the public may be heard on any item of interest not on the Agenda. Speakers 
addressing the Commission will be limited to 3 minutes per speaker. Be advised that, by law, 
the Commission is not able to deliberate or take action on issues presented during Oral 
Comments. 
 
Business: 
 

1. A Public Hearing to Consider a Design Review Application for the Left in Stitches 

Building, Including Paint Colors, Elevations, Signage, Exterior Lighting, and 

Landscaping. 

 

Applicant:              Chris Sutter 

APN:              040-192-003 

Project Location:  905 I Street  

 

2. Public Hearing to Consider a Recommendation to the City Council to Amend the General 

Plan Land Use Element in Compliance with SB 244 to Adopt Policies that Support 

Infrastructure Needs of Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities within the City’s 

Sphere of Influence. 

 
 
Staff Commission Communications 
 
Community Development Monthly Report June 2018 

 
Adjourn 
 
Copies of maps and other information for the agenda items are available for review at the 
Community Development Dept. at City Hall, 621 11th Street, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  Members of the public are invited to come to the meeting and comment on any item under 
discussion. 
 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate 
in this meeting, please contact the Building Department at (707) 725-7600.  Notification 48 hours 
prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to 
this meeting (28 CFR 35.102 - 35.104 ADA Title II).  
 
If you are not satisfied with a decision of the Planning Commission, you may appeal the decision to 
the City Council.  If you appeal a decision, the appeal must be filed with the City Clerk within 15 
days of the Planning Commission’s decision. 
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NOTICE REGARDING CHALLENGES TO DECISIONS Pursuant to all applicable laws and  
regulations, including without limitation, Calif. Gov. Code Section 65009 and or Calif. Public 
Resources Code Sec. 21177, if you wish to challenge in court any of the above decisions (regarding 
planning, zoning and/or environmental decisions), you may be limited to raising only those issues 
raised at the public hearing(s) described in this notice/agenda, or in written correspondence 
delivered to the City Clerk prior to this public hearing.  
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Minutes	of	the	Fortuna	Planning	Commission	
Tuesday,	July	10,	2018	–	7:00p.m.	

Fortuna	City	Hall		
Note:  The following record contains motions and actions of the Fortuna Planning 
Commission.  An audio library of the meeting proceedings is on file at Fortuna City 
Hall. 

	
I.	 CALL TO	ORDER: 
 Vice Chairman Morrison called the meeting to order at 7PM. 
 
 FLAG	SALUTE: 
 Vice Chairman Morrison led the flag salute. 
 
 ROLL	CALL:	

	
Planning	Commission	
Commissioner	Mobley	

	
Staff	Present	

Commissioner	Davis		
Commissioner	Rogers	
Commissioner	Blakely		
Commissioner	Bradley	
Vice	Chairman	Morrison	
	

Deputy Director of Community Development, Liz 
Shorey 
Sr. Administrative Assistant Community Development, 
Jennifer Ourique 
	

	  
Commissioners	Absent:		Chairman	Bywater	
 
 
II.  Approval	of	Minutes:	Commissioner Blakely motioned, seconded by 

Commissioner Bradley to approve June 26, 2018 minutes of the Planning 
Commission.  

  
  
III.	 ORAL	COMMENTS	FROM	THE	PUBLIC:  
  
 None were made.  
 
	
IV.	 BUSINESS:		
  

1. A Lot Line Adjustment Between Two Residential Parcels 
 

Location:     Forest Hills Drive 
Applicant:   Steve Shamp 
Zone:          Residential Estates 20 (B-12)  
APN:          202-251-069, 202-251-070  

 
STAFF	RECOMMENDATION:   
Approve with conditions. 
 
Staff	Report:		
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The Deputy Director of Community Development delivered a written and oral staff 
report to the Planning Commission.  
 
Public	Comment:	
 
None were made. 
 
 
Planning	Commission	Action:		
	
Commissioner Bradley moved, seconded by Commissioner Mobley to “adopt 
Resolution No. P-2018-2088, a Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of 
Fortuna Approving a Lot Line Adjustment for Steve Shamp.” Roll call vote. 
 
 
AYES: Mobley, Rogers, Blakely, Bradley, Morrison 
NOES: 0   
ABSTAIN: Davis  
ABSENT: Bywater 
MOTION: 5-0 
 
 
V.	STAFF	COMMUNICATION:	
 

 Discussion of  Accessory Dwelling Units Legislation and Municipal Code 
Amendments  

 
 
VI.	 ADJOURNMENT:	
	

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:40PM. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
Jennifer Ourique  
Community Development Sr. 
Administrative Assistant  
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Planning Commission Staff Report 
                      

Date:  August 14, 2018           

To:  Planning Commissioners   

From:  Liz Shorey, Deputy Director of Community Development 

Thru:  Merritt Perry, Interim City Manager 

Subject: Design Review for Left in Stitches 

 

PROJECT INFORMATION: 

 

Subject:  A Public Hearing to Consider a Design Review Application for Left in 

Stitches, Including Building Elevations, Exterior Paint Colors, Signage, 

Exterior Lighting, and Landscaping. 

Applicant:       Chris Sutter 

APN:   040-192-003 

Project Location: 905 I Street  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve the proposed site design by adopting Planning Commission Resolution P-2018-2089 

(Attachment 1). 

   

BACKGROUND: 

 

The applicant has submitted a design review application for a garment manufacturing facility 

located at the southeast corner of I and 9th streets in the Residential Multi-family zone (see 

attached site map). The applicant received approval for a conditional use permit on November 

28, 2017, and design review was a condition of approval.  Activities consist of designing, 

sewing, and shipping orders.  

 

The project is located on an approximately 9,500 square foot lot, in an existing building 

approximately 5,785 square feet in size. The applicant proposes several exterior improvements to 

the existing building, including colors, lighting, and signage.  

 

Proposed building colors include “Plum Suede”, with a green “Landscape” border, and black 

“Moments” at the base and roof area.  Three bay doors will be removed and replaced with three 

windows, leaving one remaining bay on one side of the building. Fourteen black gooseneck farm 

lights will be added to the exterior of the building. 

 

It was a condition of the conditional use permit that the submitted design review include 

landscaping. The owner would like to landscape the strip along I Street, which is in the public 

right of way and is currently covered with weeds. However, PG&E has indicated that there are 

gas distribution facilities under the strip. The process for PG&E to specifically locate and mark 

the underground facilities is underway, but the information has not yet been presented. PG&E 

also provided a landscaping guide for types of plantings that may be installed relative to the 
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underground facilities (attached). The applicant would like to install landscaping consistent with 

PG&Es guidelines, and proposes the following materials, with final location to be dependent on 

PG&Es siting of the facilities:  

 

Three to five small deciduous trees such as Gingko biloba and Hawthorne, 10 -15 

small to medium shrubs such as lavender, salvia (Mexican bush sage), and Pacific 

Wax Myrtle, and ornamental grasses within a possible swale area. Groundcover 

would the use of bark as well as stone, and several large rocks and boulders will 

be placed for decorative effect. All plants would be drought tolerant, since the 

area is in the City right of way and therefore an irrigation system cannot be 

installed. Hand watering would be done the first year and then as needed during 

the summer. 

 

 

General Plan Consistency: 

All development projects must be consistent with the City’s General Plan.  The project is 

consistent with policies found in the Community Design elements of the General Plan.  

 
CD-1.4. The City shall require Design Review for all commercial projects. 

CD-1.5 Use of Professionals.  The City shall encourage the use of professional architects, landscape 

designers for commercial … projects. 

CD-3.7 Commercial Signs. The City shall require that renovated and new commercial buildings and 

centers include signs and graphic identity concepts that are compatible with existing development 

designs and City design objectives. 

 

Design Review Findings and Considerations: 

 

The following sections of the Fortuna Municipal Code provide scope and findings for design 

review projects. 

 
B. Scope of Design Review. Where design review is prescribed for a use or structure by the zoning regulations, 

review and approval shall be directed to the following considerations: 

1. The proposed location of the structure on its site in relation to the location of buildings on adjoining 

sites, with particular attention to view considerations, privacy, and topographic or other constraints on 

development imposed by particular site conditions; 

2. The extent to which the site plan attains the minimum amount of grading and/or removal of trees and 

vegetation in creating a building site, including access drives and off-street parking areas; 

3. The size or bulk of the proposed building in relation to the character of existing buildings in the vicinity; 

4. Details of proposed site plan, architectural, and landscaping treatment to ensure that while originality in 

site planning, architecture, landscaping, and graphic design are not suppressed, ugly, inharmonious, or 

monotonous design is avoided. Review shall include exterior design materials, texture, colors, 

illuminations, signing, and landscaping, but need not consider elements of the design that are not visible 

beyond the boundaries of the site; 
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5. Improvements to existing buildings and site features on the same site; 

6. Details of design required to achieve the purposes of this title; 

7. Compliance with objectives, policies, or standards of any plan adopted by the city council. 

I. Findings in Support of Decision. 

1. The decision-making authority shall make appropriate findings of fact in support of each final design 

review decision, including, but not limited to, findings regarding each of the following matters: 

a. The consistency of the project design with the Fortuna general plan and zoning ordinance; 

b. Compliance of the project with the California Environmental Quality Act; and 

c. Consistency of the project with policies set forth in the design review manual. 

2. The decision-making authority may not base any final decision upon consideration of the following 

matters: 

a. Design details such as the color, shape, volume, texture, or construction materials to be used on a 

project, except where such details are of a magnitude that will significantly affect the overall appearance 

of the project or the compatibility of the project with its surroundings or where such details are 

inconsistent with adopted policies contained within the design review manual; 

b. The interior design of a fully enclosed building. 

RECOMMENDED COMMISSION ACTION: 

 

1. Receive staff presentation and review Commission questions with staff. 

2. Open Public Comment. 

3. Close Public Comment; voice vote. 

4. Motion to Adopt Resolution P-2018-2089, and read by title only: 

 

“Motion to adopt Resolution P- 2018-2089, a Resolution of the Planning Commission of 

the City of Fortuna Approving Design Review for the Left in Stitches, Including 

Elevations, Paint Colors, Signage, Lighting, and Landscaping.” Roll call vote. 

 

Any requirements and/or modifications of the design should be included in the motion. 

 

ATTACHMENTS:   

Attachment 1:  Draft Resolution P-2018-2089 

Attachment 2:  Zoning Map Location  

Attachment 3: Aerial Photo/Location 

Attachment 4: Location Assessor’s Parcel Map  

Attachment 5: Current Exterior of Building 

Attachment 6: Proposed Exterior Colors  

Attachment 7: Proposed Signage 

Attachment 8: PG&E Landscaping Guidelines 

Attachment 8: Project Site Plan              
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

RESOLUTION P-2018-2089 

 

Resolution of the Planning Commission of the City of Fortuna Approving Design Review 

for Left in Stitches, Including Elevations, Paint Colors, Signage, Lighting, and 

Landscaping 

 

WHEREAS, a design review application has been submitted for Left In Stitches, located on the 

southeast corner of I and 9th streets; and 

 

WHEREAS, the project meets the intent of the design review regulations of the Fortuna Zoning 

Code; and 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the Goals and Objectives of the Fortuna 

General Plan 2030; 

 

WHEREAS, the Fortuna Planning Commission has considered on this date at a duly noticed 

hearing, this project, the staff report, and public testimony, and found that the project is 

compatible with the surrounding area, meets the criteria in the Design Review Regulations, will 

not be detrimental to adjacent property owners or the public at large, and that approval is in the 

public interest. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Commission of the City of Fortuna 

that the proposed building design, colors, lighting, signage, and landscaping dated July 9, 2018, 

are hereby approved, subject to the following conditions being satisfied: 

 

I. PLANNING DEPARTMENT: 

 

1. The approved design, including elevations, exterior paint colors, signage, exterior lighting, 

and landscaping shall be followed. The Planning Commission shall approve any significant 

modifications.  

 

2. The applicant will submit a final landscaping plan based on the description in the staff 

report dated August 14, 2018, to the City Planner for approval. The City Planner will work 

with the applicant to accommodate PG&E infrastructure located underneath the 

landscaping strip. 

 

3. The applicant shall comply with the Standard Conditions for Design Review included in 

Exhibit A for landscaping, lighting, painting, and other details not specified in the plans.   

Where conflicting design exists, the those listed in Exhibit A shall be complied with. 

 

4. The applicant will contact the Planning Department for a final Design Review inspection. 
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II. BUILDING DEPARTMENT: 

 

1. The applicant shall obtain a building permit from the Building Division for removal of 

the bay doors and installation of the sign. The final site plan and construction shall 

comply with all requirements of the Fortuna Zoning Ordinance and Building Code. 

 

2. The applicant shall contact the PG&E Underground Service Alert number (811) prior to 

commencing any and all construction activities so all underground facilities can be 

accurately located and marked.  

 

 

III. ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT: 

1. An encroachment permit will be required prior to work involving City owned utilities and 

work in or adjacent to the City right of way.  

 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this 14th day of August 2018 by the following vote: 

 

AYES:      

NOES:   

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT:          

 

                       

      _____________________________ 

                                        Chairperson, Planning Commission 

 

 

ATTEST:    ______________________________ 

            Secretary, Planning Commission 
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Exhibit A 

 
STANDARD CONDITIONS 

FOR DESIGN REVIEW 

 

All projects approved by the Fortuna Planning Commission must meet the following standard 

conditions unless specifically exempted by the Commission: 

 

1. The applicant shall comply with all regulations and minimum code requirements of the 

Building Division, Engineering Division, and Planning Division.   

 

2. All required parking stalls shall be dimensioned and striped according to the City of 

Fortuna Improvement Standards and Specifications. 

 

3. Each parking space designated for compact cars shall be identified with a pavement 

reading "compact only." 

 

4. Ramps, special parking spaces, signing and other appropriate physical features for the 

handicapped shall be provided throughout the site for all publicly used facilities as 

required by state law. 

 

5. Continuous 6" high Portland cement concrete (PCC) curbing shall be provided between 

all driveways, parking stalls and landscape areas as indicated in the City of Fortuna 

Improvement Standards and Specifications.  

 

6. Exterior lighting of the building and site shall not be directed onto adjacent properties and 

the light source shall be shielded from direct off site viewing. 

 

7. All mechanical equipment, both ground and roof mounted, including electrical, water and 

gas meters and air conditioning compressors shall be architecturally screened from view.  

Electrical transformers shall be underground, located at the rear of the site, or 

architecturally screened. 

 

8. All trash enclosures shall be of a sturdy, opaque material (with trash receptacles screened 

from view) with self-closing doors and shall be in harmony with architecture of 

building(s). 

 

9. All vents, gutters, downspouts, flashing, electrical conduits, etc., shall be painted or 

finished to match the color of the adjacent surface unless specified differently by the 

Planning Commission. 
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10. Soffits and other architectural elements visible from view but not detailed on the plans 

shall be finished in a material in harmony with the exterior of the building. 

 

11. Plant material that is utilized shall be capable of healthy growth within the given range of 

soil and climate.  Proposed landscape screening shall also be of a height and density such 

that it provides a positive visual impact within three years from the time of planting. 

 

12. Where dense landscaping to a specified height is prescribed, the landscaping shall be of a 

type that will provide a year-round barrier at the prescribed heights, and shall be so 

spaced that vision of objects on the opposite side is effectively eliminated.  The height 

requirement should be reached in a maximum of three to five years.   

 

13. Unless unusual circumstances prevail, at least 30% of the proposed trees on the site shall 

be a minimum of 15 gallons in size and at least 70% of the proposed shrubs on the site 

shall be a minimum of 5 gallons in size. 

 

14. A plan for an automatic irrigation system shall be provided which assures that all plants 

get adequate water.  In unusual circumstances, a manual or quick coupler system may be 

used. 

 

15.   The area under the drip line of all existing trees that are to be saved shall be fenced 

during construction.  Grading shall be restricted under them to prevent soil compaction 

around the trees and to protect them from damage. 

 

16. All landscaping shown on plans approved by the City shall be maintained in a healthy 

and weed free condition, and shall be replanted as required.   

 

17. All materials and colors are to be as approved by the Planning Commission.  Once 

installed, all improvements are to be maintained in accordance with the approved plans.  

Any changes that affect the exterior character shall be resubmitted to the Planning 

Commission for approval.  Staff may approve minor changes. 

 

18. Final inspection or occupancy permits will not be granted until all construction and 

landscaping is complete in accordance with approved plans and the conditions required 

by the Commission or a cash bond has been posted to cover all costs of the unfinished 

work. 
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Left in Stitches Design Review 
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Assessors Parcel Map 

Left in Stitches Design Review 
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 Current Exterior of the Building 

Left in Stitches Design Review 
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 Proposed Design 

Left in Stitches Design Review 
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  Proposed Design 

Left in Stitches Design Review 
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Proposed Signage 

Left in Stitches Design Review 
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Approved Site Plan 

Left in Stitches Design Review 
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     PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 
   

DATE:  August 14, 2018 

 

TO:   Planning Commission 

 

FROM:  Liz Shorey, Deputy Director of Community Development 

 

THRU:  Merritt Perry, Interim City Manager 

 

SUBJECT:  Recommendation to the Fortuna City Council Adopt a General Plan 

Amendment to Incorporate Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities 

Policies into the Fortuna General Plan Land Use Element   

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Recommend that the City Council adopt the General Plan 

amendments to incorporate disadvantaged communities policies into the Fortuna General Plan, by 

adopting Resolution P-2018-2090. 

 

DISCUSSION:  

Senate Bill 244 requires cities to review and update the Land Use Element of the General Plan 

with information regarding unincorporated disadvantaged communities (DUC) within its Sphere 

of Influence. According to SB 244 (codified as Government Code Sec. 65302.10(a)(2)), a 

disadvantaged community is a ‘fringe, island, or legacy community in which the median 

household income is 80 percent or less than the statewide median household income”. The City 

must include an analysis of water, wastewater, stormwater, and structural fire protection needs or 

deficiencies for each identified disadvantaged community, as well as an analysis of potential 

funding mechanisms that could facilitate the extension of services and facilities to identified 

communities in a financially feasible manner. 

 

According to legislative findings in SB 244, hundreds of unincorporated communities in 

California lack adequate sidewalks, safe drinking water, waste processing, and other forms of 

public infrastructure. These communities include neighborhoods that are surrounded by or 

adjacent to cities, and are within the neighboring cities spheres of influence, but are not part of 

the adjoining cities. The purpose of SB 244 is to begin to address the barriers that contribute to 

uneven distribution of resources and the infrastructure deficits that maintain lower standards of 

living. SB 244 requires that these communities be included in the long range planning of its 

neighboring city to result in a more efficient delivery system of services. The jurisdiction’s local 

area formation commission’s (LAFCo) responsibility under SB 244 is to identify DUCs in any 

updated municipal service review, and to require annexation of the disadvantaged community 

when a city is considering nearby or adjacent annexation. In this way, the DUC will be provided 

with an appropriate service provider. The Humboldt LAFCo last updated Fortuna’s Municipal 

Service Review (MSR) in 2007, and it does not identify any disadvantaged communities within 

the City’s Sphere of Influence, as the MSR predates SB 244. 
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Identified Disadvantaged Unincorporated Communities (DUCs) 

 

According to the report, “Senate Bill 244 Disadvantaged Community Analysis,” dated May 23, 

2018 (attached), two disadvantaged communities are within Fortuna’s sphere of influence. Both 

were analyzed with regards to water, wastewater, stormwater drainage, and structural fire 

protection needs. 

 

1. Palmer Creek DUC #1: This DUC is located near Fortuna’s northwest corner east of 

Highway 101, including portions of Palmer Blvd., Annahy Drive, and Valley Drive. The 

DUC consists of 129 housing units encompassing approximately 125 acres. According to 

analysis of infrastructure needs and provision of services, this DUC is adequately served 

with water, wastewater, stormwater drainage, and structural fire protection. 

 

2. Becker/Blair Streets DUC #2: This DUC is located just outside Fortuna’s southern 

boundary east of Highway 101, and includes 15 housing units in an area of approximately 

4.6 acres. All of the services are adequately provided with the exception of sewer. 

Wastewater is treated by the use of small private septic systems permitted by Humboldt 

County Department of Health. Many of the systems are located on small parcels, are old 

and in need of replacement, and are a threat to groundwater quality. According to the 

analysis of infrastructure needs and provision of services, DUC #2 is underserved with 

respect to wastewater service and adequately served with water, stormwater drainage, and 

structural fire protection.  

 

Updates to the General Plan Land Use Element 
 

The General Plan analysis and recommended general plan policies are identified in the attached 

memo, “Senate Bill 244 Disadvantaged Community Analysis—Funding Sources and 

Recommended General Plan Policies,” dated June 8, 2018 (attached). The report includes 

potential funding sources for extension and improvement of services, and includes a list of 

existing General Plan policies that support City-wide infrastructure and services, including to 

disadvantaged communities. Several proposed updates to the Land Use Element are 

recommended for full compliance with the requirements of SB 244, and include the following 

new General Plan policies: 

 

PFS-2.8 Addressing Disadvantaged Communities. The City will review, and if necessary amend, 

the General Plan to address infrastructure, housing, and public health needs to assist in 

transforming identified disadvantaged communities into adequately served communities. 

 

PFS-14 The City shall support and assist unincorporated urban communities in their efforts to 

establish “self-help” programs, such as assessment financing districts, necessary to upgrade their 

communities. 

 

PFS-15 The City shall work with Humboldt County LAFCo, districts and other service 

providers, and local advocacy organizations to address housing-related infrastructure needs in 

disadvantaged unincorporated communities in the City’s SOI. The City will participate in 

outreach and information gathering events and strategy sessions, contribute to efforts to identify 
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and estimate the cost of potential infrastructure improvements, and pursue funding sources to 

complete necessary upgrades. 

 

Environmental Review: 
 

Because this minor revision does not change permitted land uses or maximum densities within 

the planning area, no supplement to the General Plan Program Environmental Impact Report 

(PEIR) is required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), to process the 

amendment. 

 

This project is exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act under 

Section 15305, Exemption 5 (a), for “Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations”, including 

“Minor lot line adjustments…not resulting in the creation of any new parcel”. 

 

RECOMMENDED COMMISSION ACTION: 

 

1. Receive staff presentation and review Commission questions with staff. 

2. Open Public Comment. 

3. Close Public Comment; voice vote. 

4. Motion to Adopt Resolution P-2018-2090, and read by title only. Roll call vote. 

 

Attachments:   “Senate Bill 244 Disadvantaged Community Analysis”, by Michael Baker 

International, dated May 23, 2018 

“Senate Bill 244 Disadvantaged Community Analysis—Funding Sources and 

Recommended General Plan Policies”, by Michael Baker International, dated 

June 8, 2018 

  Draft Resolution General Plan Amendments  
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Attachment A 
 

Resolution P-2018-2090 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF FORTUNA 

RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL AMEND THE FORTUNA GENERAL 

PLAN TO INCORPORATE DISADVANTAGED UNINCORPORATED COMMUNITIES 

POLICIES  

 

 

WHEREAS, on October 26, 2010, the Fortuna City Council certified that the Program 

Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) prepared for the Fortuna General Plan 2030 was in 

compliance with all California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requirements; and 

 

WHEREAS, on October 26, 2010 the Fortuna City Council adopted the Fortuna General Plan 

2030; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Fortuna Housing Element was adopted by the City Council on March 5, 2018 

and Certified by the California Department of Housing and Community Development on April 

12, 2018; and  

 

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 244 requires cities and counties to address the infrastructure needs of 

disadvantaged unincorporated communities (DUC) in the local jurisdiction’s general plan, 

municipal service reviews, and annexation decisions; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds that the proposed general plan amendments 

support the purpose of Senate Bill 244, and are in conformance with the Fortuna General Plan; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

 

The Planning Commission recommends that the Fortuna City Council amend the Fortuna 

General Plan by adopting the following policies: 

 

PFS-2.8 Addressing Disadvantaged Communities. The City will review, and if 

necessary amend, the General Plan to address infrastructure, housing, and public 

health needs to assist in transforming identified disadvantaged communities into 

adequately served communities. 

 

PFS-14 The City shall support and assist unincorporated urban communities in 

their efforts to establish “self-help” programs, such as assessment financing 

districts, necessary to upgrade their communities. 

 

PFS-15 The City shall work with Humboldt County LAFCo, districts and other 

service providers, and local advocacy organizations to address housing-related 

infrastructure needs in disadvantaged unincorporated communities in the City’s 

SOI. The City will participate in outreach and information gathering events and 
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strategy sessions, contribute to efforts to identify and estimate the cost of potential 

infrastructure improvements, and pursue funding sources to complete necessary 

upgrades. 

 

 

 

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED on this ____ day of ____________ 2018 by the following vote:  

 

AYES:    

NOES:    

ABSENT:   

ABSTAIN:    

 

 

               ____________________________  

               Chairperson of Planning Commission 

 

 

 

Attest:  

 

 

___________________________  

Secretary of Planning Commission 
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On July 1, 2014, California’s Drinking Water Program's funding programs were transferred from California Department of Public Health to the State Water Resources Control Board.
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https://faast.waterboards.ca.gov/
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/drinkingwater/DWPfunding.shtml
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http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/nps/solicitation_notice.shtml
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http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/nps/solicitation_notice.shtml
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/nps/solicitation_notice.shtml
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STAFF REPORT  

City Council Consent Agenda Item 
 

DATE:  July 16, 2018 

 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 

 

FROM: Liz Shorey, Deputy Director of Community Development 

 

THRU:  Merritt Perry, Interim City Manager 

 

SUBJECT: Community Development Department Monthly Report for June 2018 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Receive report as an informational item. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

Attached is the Monthly Community Development Department Report for June 2018. The following attached 

tables provide detailed descriptions of the monthly activities of the Department. 

 

ACTIVITIES & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

List of activities and recent accomplishments of the Department. 

  

GENERAL PLAN IMPLEMENTATION & SPECIAL PROJECTS 

List of the status and progress made in the implementation of the Fortuna General Plan 2010-30 programs. 

 

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION ACTIVITY 

Status of development projects that have been submitted and either approved or in process, including those 

activities considered by the Planning Commission and the Zoning Administrator.  

 

SUBDIVISION STATUS REPORT  

Subdivisions that have been approved but not yet finalized and status of improvement plan and/or final map 

review process.  

 

BUILDING PERMIT ACTIVITIES 

The Building Department’s report for the month’s permits and valuation is attached.  

 

RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 

Receive monthly Community Development Department Report.  
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ONGOING ACTIVITIES & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 Construction of the Open Door Community Health Center is continuing. Projected date of opening 

is late summer 2018. Regular inspections are being conducted by the Building Department. Staff 

has been adjusting schedules and meeting the demands of the increased workload as well as 

working with Open Door to fulfill conditions of approval under the design review and conditional 

use permits, and the subdivision agreement conditions with Open Door and RMF.  

 The McLean Foundation’s Community Center is currently in the framing phase of the project and 

staff has been adjusting schedules to meet inspection demands. 

 A total of 40 building permits were issued in June, including four single-family residences, five 

residential additions and remodels, two commercial additions/remodels, and 27 permits for 

electrical, plumbing, mechanical and roofing. Value of improvements for the month of June was 

$1,780,004 and building permit fees were $32,033.41. The detailed building division report is 

attached. 

 Code Compliance: Community Development Department Staff has prepared a draft Code 

Enforcement Officer job description for approval by the city manager. With the Code Enforcement 

position being placed under the management of the Police Department, the Police Chief will 

manage the hiring and daily management of the Code Enforcement officer’s activities, with 

support from Community Development staff as needed. 

 City staff is continuing to meet with and support several businesses interested in new commercial 

development within the City by providing preliminary project review, site analysis, permit process 

information, and scheduling.  

 Other ongoing tasks completed this month: 

o Coordinated with City departments for review and input on various ongoing City projects. 

o Reviewed and issued approximately three business licenses. One is pending due to County 

Environmental Health requirements and need for appropriate County/State permits.  

o Responded by phone, at the counter, and in writing to numerous requests for information 

needed for property purchases, building permits, permitted and allowable activities, 

business feasibility, permit inquiries, zoning verification letters, and related inquiries. 

o Staff continues to progress on completing LID Agreements with Developers.  

 

GENERAL PLAN IMPLEMENTATION AND SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Staff met with the Council at a workshop on June 18th to discuss planning project priorities. It was generally 

acknowledged that priorities are based on the Council’s interest in expanding retail opportunities in the 

Riverwalk area, and the most legally sensitive of the State mandates (housing element update and programs). 

Staff is going to return with background information on the Riverwalk rezone.  

 

Listed are numerous special projects that have been directed by the Council (design review, sign ordinance, and 

Riverwalk rezone) and others that are in process or completed.  

 Housing Element The City Council adopted the Fortuna Housing Element (2014-2019) in March, 

followed by submittal to HCD. HCD certified the Housing Element on April 12, 2018.  

 Housing Element Implementation Programs: As part of the Housing Element update, the City has 

a series of programs that should be initiated, and progress should be made on a number them. Staff is 

requesting that the Council prioritize the tasks and provide direction to staff on which of the 

programs are determined to be the most critical. 
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 Design Review On-hold pending Council direction on the draft guidelines that were recommended 

for approval by the Planning Commission.  

 Sign Ordinance To be scheduled pending Council prioritization.  

 Riverwalk Commercial Rezone The Council has given staff direction to proceed with the rezone 

expanding allowable uses to include general retail. Staff is preparing a scope of work to identify 

necessary steps to move the rezone forward in the upcoming months and will work with the City 

Manager to prioritize the work efforts. 

 County Marijuana Ordinance Staff continues to track County cannabis permit activity and make 

public comment requesting protection of the City’s sphere of influence and future annexation 

opportunities. The Deputy Director of Community Development attended the Humboldt County 

Board of Supervisor’s meeting on June 5th for the Quantum Genetics appeal to the Humboldt County 

Planning Commission’s denial of the Special Permit for the wholesale cannabis nursery on Triple K 

Place. The project was continued and will be scheduled to return to the Board of Supervisors on a 

date to be determined. Staff is also preparing comments for the County Planning Commission’s July 

19th consideration of Boutique Gardens cannabis processing facility on Drake Hill Road.  

 Given the understaffing of Community Development based on budget constraints, Staff can work 

with the City Manager to identify support from outside resources if necessary to facilitate the many 

projects and tasks that are expected through 2017-18. Staff’s immediate priority continues to be 

current development projects and responding to the needs of homeowners, developers, business 

owners, real estate agents and other professionals, and the general public. 
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Development Activity/Planning Report for June 2018 

Updated 7/9/18 
PROJECTS RECENTLY ACTED UPON: Submittal Complete Status 
    
Subject: Design Review application for a new four-unit multi-family 

development on an 11,504 square foot lot. The project received 
a conditional use permit February 2018. The LID design 
features is pending and will be incorporated into the landscape 
design.  

Applicant:      Dennis Fitze 
APN: 203-302-016 
Project Site: 3621 School Street 
Zoning: Neighborhood Commercial (N-C) 

5/29/2018 6/26/2018 Planning Commission approved 
on 6/26/2018. 

PROJECTS SUBMITTED AND PENDING:    
Project:       A Lot Line Adjustment Between Two Residential Parcels  

 Location: Forest Hills Drive 

   Applicant:        Steve Shamp 

Zone:  Residential Estates 20 (B-12)  

 APN:  202-251-069 & 202-251-070  

6/7/2018  Scheduled for 7/10/2018 
Planning Commission.  

Project:        An application for a Certificate of Compliance on parcels created by deed. 

 Location:           Rohnerville Road 

Applicant:         Jacqueline Huffman 

 Zone:  Residential Single Family (R-1-10)  

A                                 APN:                202-251-019, 202-251-020, 202-251-021 

6/12/2018  City staff and City surveyor are 
reviewing project. 

Subject: A minor subdivision of a 0.9-acre parcel into a 0.4-acre and a 

0.5-acre parcel. Existing on the property is single-family 

residence, shed, and gravel driveway. Proposed single-family 

residence on the 0.4-acre parcel to be issued on separate 

permit. 

Owner: Mark Mildbrandt 

APN:  200-071-017 

Project Site: 1125 Angel Heights Drive  

Zoning: Residential Single Family R-1-10 (B-1) 

6/12/2018  City staff and City surveyor are 
reviewing project. 

Subject: Conditional Use Permit for a large vehicle carwash.  

Applicant:      Cody King 

APN: 200-362-023 

Project Site: Riverwalk District  

Zoning:  Freeway Commercial (F-C)  

5/11/17  Staff has sent correspondence to 
applicant and agent that the 
proposed use does not conform 
to F-C zoning or to the Code 
interpretation finding made by 
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the Council on 1/3/2017. 
Applicant has not responded.  

Subject: Subdivision of a 1.9-acre parcel into three commercial parcels. 

Applicant:      Dennis Wendt and Wally Wright  

Project Site: 101 Gulliksen Drive  

4/7/16  Small wetland possibly identified 
by Calif. Dept. Fish & Wildlife; 
requested a wetland report.  

Subject:            A phased major subdivision of a 1.82-acre parcel into nine lots.  

Applicant:        Jonathan Cook 

Project Site:     344 N. Fortuna Blvd.  

7/12/2017  Reviewed by City departments 
and local agencies; corrections 
submitted to applicant. 
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Subdivision Status Report 
(Approved projects, not yet completed) 

6/7/2018 
 
 

 Approved: Expires:  

White Circle Subdivision-2 lots 3/27/2018 3/26/2020 
Resolution approved by the Planning 
Commission. 
 

MacDonald - Ross Hill Road – 39 
lots 

8/21/06 8/20/18  
Improvement Plans approved. Some storm 
drainage installed. Extension request 
pending. 

    

Egan – River Ranch Road 6/25/13 6/26/15 
Final Map Recorded. Improvement agreement 
executed. Project at punch list phase. 

    

Redwood Memorial Foundation – 
Lot Split 

12/16/14 12/15/16 
Final Map recorded. Improvements to be 
complete during building permit phase. 

    

    

All applicants, upon project approval, have been provided with schedules showing the series of discretionary and non-discretionary 
extensions that are allowed by State legislation (SB 1185, AB 333, AB 208, and AB 116) and the Subdivision Map Act. The Map Act places 
responsibility for tracking expiration dates with the applicant. Upon project approval, applicants are provided with notification of 
expiration dates and renewal requirements.
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